Age 30]              Administration of Mysore                [1799
Nevertheless, Arthur Wellesley steered safely through these
troubled waters, and was always particularly popular with the
Mahommedan population.
Mysore was now a state under British protection. For the
administration of its affairs the Governor-General appointed
a Commission of five, consisting of General Harris, Colonel
the Hon. A. Wellesley, the Hon. Henry Wellesley, Lieutenant-
Colonel Kirkpatrick,* and Lieutenant-Colonel Barry Close f
(the latter also holding the post of British Resident at the court
of the Rajah of Mysore),
One of the first matters which the Commission was called
upon to settle was the disposal of the family of the late Sultaun.
It was obvious they could not remain at Seringapatam, so it
was proposed to send them to Vellore, where they were to
be housed as became their rank and station, and were to receive
a liberal monetary allowance.
The details of this painful, but indispensable, measure [stated the
Governor-General to the Commissioners of Mysore] cannot be entrusted
to any person more likely to combine every office of humanity with the
prudential precautions required by this occasion than Colonel Wellesley;
and I, therefore, commit to his discretion, activity and humanity, the
whole arrangement, subject always to such suggestions as may be offered
by other members of the Commission.1
1 Marquess Wellesley9s Despatches^ Vol. //, p. 20.
* Kirkpatrick, William, 1754-1812. Colonel. He had served for
many years in India and had a great knowledge of Indian aflairs. Went
to the Cape for his health in 1797, where he met Lord Mornington, then
on his way to India, who took him back to India as his confidential
secretary.
f Sir Barry Close, d. 1813. Major-General: Commenced his service
as a cadet of infantry at Madras 1771. Served against Hyder AH in the
war of 1780-2. Present at the Siege of Tellicherry 1790-2, was Deputy-
Adjutant-General with Lord Cornwallis's army, and present at the first
siege of Seringapatam. Present at siege and capture of Seringapatam
in 1799, as Adjutant-General. Resident at Mysore 1799-1801, and
afterwards at Poona. A fine character and an efficient public servant
He is described by Arthur Wellesley as " die ablest man in the Com-
pany's army ". Supp. Despatches, Vol. I, p. 95.
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